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longer have the poignancy of
the real-life bond between
Kani and Ntshona in
performances that were
authenticated by experience.
Perhaps that’s why the play
now seems to fall a bit too
neatly into mime, odd-couple
comedy, a yearning for home
and a play within a play.

At times The Island now

scene, the pair act out the
trial from Antigone, her

friendship and a reminder
that regimes may come

and go but prisoners of
conscience remain. As John
says, amusing his cellmate as
a weatherman: “Conditions
locally remain unchanged . ..
It’s cold, but the worst is
still coming.”
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